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The Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2021 (CRRSA), was signed into law on 

December 27, 2020 and provides an additional $2.75 billion for the Emergency Assistance for Non-Public School 

(EANS) Fund of which $41,907,253 was awarded to Minnesota. The Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) is 

distributing these funds by application in alignment with the federal guidance on distribution. This funding is 

intended to help nonpublic schools safely reopen or keep schools open. 

Because the CRRSA Act includes a separate EANS program for which eligible nonpublic school may apply to 

receive services or assistance, a local educational agency (LEA) is not required to provide equitable services to 

students and teachers in nonpublic schools under the CRRSA Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief 

Fund (ESSER II) or the Governor’s Emergency Education Relief Fund (GEER II). However, equitable services 

requirements continue to apply to the ESSER I and GEER I programs under the CARES Act. 

The purpose of this document is to answer questions received from nonpublic schools, as well as staff at MDE. In 

an effort to address all questions that were asked during the webinars, some questions will be grouped with a 

common answer. Questions regarding technology are awaiting guidance from ED. They will be posted shortly. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

A. APPLICATION AND ELIGIBILITY

A1.  We have been told to apply for both EAN and PPP initially, because we do not know which will be approved. 

If you applied for, and received, a PPP loan prior to December 27, 2020, you may still be eligible for EANS 

funding.  You will need signify on the application that you will not request EANS reimbursement for 

anything already paid for by a PPP loan. 

Additionally, if you applied for, but did not receive, a PPP loan on or after December 27, 2020, you are still 

eligible for EANS funding. 

However, if you received a PPP loan on or after December 27, 2020, you are not eligible for EANS funding. 

A2.  If we did file a fall report, do we just leave those sections (enrollment and FRP) blank? 

The total enrollment field is a required field; the FRP field is an optional field.  However, to ensure that no 

data is overlooked, it is recommended that you complete this field.  These numbers should match your fall 

report. 
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A3.  Will the additional EANS II funding disbursed be available to schools that have received PPP funding after 

12/27/20, or will the eligibility rules be the same as with this initial EANs funding? 

EANS funding will not be available to any school that has received a PPP loan after December 27, 2020. 

A4.  Is the breakdown of spending required or suggested? Sounds like it is non-binding and does not affect the 
allocation.  

The breakdown is not required on the application form.  However, these estimates help MDE better 
understand where there is a need for nonpublic schools. 

A5.  If for some reason (missed answer or something) causes an application to be denied, will the school only have 

the opportunity to resubmit if it is prior to the deadline? 

If a school has an issue with the application, or if, due to an answer that was mistakenly entered, a school 

is disqualified, and that determination was within 3-5 days of the deadline, the school would be allowed 

to correct the error. 

A6.  So, does it make sense to request the total fund amount available now, because we will need to wait for 

further clarification of what we may actually apply for? 

We are asking that you indicate which categories for which you will be requesting reimbursement or for 

future spending.  These estimates help MDE understand where there is a need for nonpublic schools.  For 

this application, schools are encouraged to indicate an estimate for any potential service or assistance 

needed to continue to address the COVID-19 crisis, even if the estimate is significantly more than the 

initial budgeted allocation.  The dollar amounts that you list on the application are simply estimates and 

do not bind you to any particular dollar amount in any category.  The approval of the application is not an 

approval of the amounts listed.   

Once all applications have been received, MDE will recalculate the allocations and let everyone know 

what their actual allocation will be. 

A7.  What if the church received PPP funds, but the school did not? 

This would depend on how the church and school are structured.  Do they share the same tax 

identification numbers?  If so, then no.  If they have been created as two distinct entities, the school could 

be eligible for EANS funding. 

A8.  How do I find our non-public school number? 

This is a number associated within your school district.  If you do not know this number, you can leave this 

field blank and it will be entered by MDE. 
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A9.  When I open the application, I receive the following message: “You have already completed this survey.” 

The application program that we are using has saved a cookie on your computer when you submit your 

application.  If this was in error, please contact Anita Tayson at anita.tayson@state.mn.us or send an 

email to EANS.MDE@state.mn.us. 

B. ALLOCATIONS

B1.  For schools that choose not to apply, or who received a PPP loan on or after December 27, 2020, what will 
become of their preliminary allocation? 

The preliminary allocation associated with that school will be allocated to all other eligible and 
participating schools. 

B2.  You mentioned that the EANS primary allocations have already been provided.  The final allocations will come 

later.  How do we find out our preliminary allocation? 

Preliminary allocations are posted on the MDE CARES Funding page, under the EANS subsection.  Eligible 

applicants will be notified by email of their new allocation amount in mid-May. 

B3.  In the application we will be asked how much money we are requesting. But then you will use the allocation 

method to decide the actual amount. Is that correct?   

Yes, we are asking that you indicate which categories for which you will be requesting reimbursement or 

for future spending.  These estimates help MDE understand where there is a need for nonpublic schools.  

For this application, schools are encouraged to indicate an estimate for any potential service or assistance 

needed to continue to address the COVID-19 crisis, even if the estimate is significantly more than the 

initial budgeted allocation.  The dollar amounts that you list on the application are simply estimates and 

do not bind you to any particular dollar amount in any category.  Approval of the application is not 

approval of the amounts listed. 

Once all applications have been received, MDE will recalculate the allocations and let everyone know 

what their actual allocation will be.  

B4.  If our actual allocation is more later than what we submit in the application, are we bound to the lower 

amount from our application for our allocation or do get to use the new, larger allocation amount? 

The dollar amounts that you list on the application are simply estimates and do not bind you to any 

particular dollar amount in any category.  Once all applications have been received, MDE will recalculate 

the allocations and let everyone know what their actual allocation will be. 
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C. ENROLLMENT AND FREE AND REDUCED PRICE LUNCH PROGRAM (FRP)

C1.  Which FRP-eligible counts should schools use? 

You should use the 2019-2020 school year as the basis for your counts.  The amount should be the same 

as you reported on October 1, 2019. 

C2.  Does enrollment go by the fall report? We had students join us after report was submitted. 

This happens to all schools – enrollment increases and decreases throughout the school year.  To capture 

the most complete data, the 2019-2020 school year is being used.  The amount should be the same as you 

reported on October 1, 2019. 

C3.  We do not have a free or reduced price lunch program.  Does that affect eligibility? 

While your school may not provide a free or reduced price lunch program, the children that attend your 

school may still be eligible to participate.  Using the financial assistance forms the families of your 

students supplied, as well as the Alternate Form to Determine Eligibility for Federal Education Funding 

found on the Nonpublic webpage, you can determine which students would qualify. 

C4.  Should preschool be added to our total student count? Or only FRP count? 

Children enrolled in an approved prekindergarten (not preschool) program, connected to a nonpublic 

elementary school, may be included in both the total student count and the FRP count.  

C5.  eRate and ESSER and GEER I (in some districts) are tied to FRL numbers.  For nonpublic schools who do not 

qualify for those funds, the tech allowance for EANS would be helpful. 

While your school may not provide an FRL/P program, your students may qualify for such a program. 

Using the financial assistance forms the families of your student completed, and the Alternate Form to 

Determine Eligibility for Federal Education Funding found on the Nonpublic webpage, you can determine 

which students would qualify.  

C6.  I have students for 2-3 districts - I have some students who were eligible for free and reduced lunch - but they 

were not in the school boundaries for our servicing school district. Is there a way to add them to our FRP?  

There is no residency requirement for the EANS funding.  You may add eligible students in the application. 

The fall report includes total FRP-eligible and resident FRP-eligible students.  The Total FRP-Eligible 

Students number will be used. 

C7.  Can we include our PK (Free and Reduced) numbers as part of our enrollment? Prek numbers aren't usually 

part of our October numbers -- are they? 

Children enrolled in an approved prekindergarten (not preschool) program, connected to a nonpublic 

elementary school, may be included in both the total student count and the FRP count. If these numbers 

are not the numbers used for the 19-20 fall report, MDE will verify your source for the difference. 
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D. ALLOWABLE USES

D1.  General Information 

D1a.  I have been looking at desks because some classrooms had tables and we had to revert to 1970's 

desks. Is this an allowed expense?  If furniture was/is needed for better spacing in the classrooms or 

needed to utilize new spaces - is that covered?  Would a washer and dryer be covered?  Does this include 

an outdoor classroom? e.g. sunshade structure. 

Provided MDE retains title to these structures and they can be removed without remodeling 
the school, and the school can demonstrate that this purchase was directly related to COVID-19 
response, this would be an allowable expense. 

D1b.  Can we use the funds to purchase summer support materials to address learning loss? 

Yes, provided those materials are neutral, secular and non-ideological in nature. 

D1d.  Are we supposed to come up with a list of things that we aren’t even sure can be covered... 

We are asking that you indicate which categories for which you will be requesting reimbursement 

or for future spending.  These estimates help MDE understand where there is a need for 

nonpublic schools.  For this application, schools are encouraged to indicate an estimate for any 

potential service or assistance needed to continue to address the COVID-19 crisis, even if the 

estimate is significantly more than the initial budgeted allocation.  The dollar amounts that you 

list on the application are simply estimates and do not bind you to any particular dollar amount in 

any category.  The approval of the application is not approval of the amounts listed. 

Once all applications have been received, MDE will recalculate the allocations and let everyone 

know what their actual allocation will be. 

D1e.  My school contracts with a 3rd party cleaning service to extra sanitization. Can EANS funds be used 

to continue this service? 

The EANS programs specifically authorizes a school to request “supplies to sanitize, disinfect, and 

clean school facilities.”  This authority does not extend to contracting with a vendor to perform 

the cleaning.  The school is eligible for reimbursement of the cost of the supplies, but not the full 

cleaning contract. 

D1f.  My data shows learning loss and I'd like to run a summer school program, to do this I can use this 3rd 

party vendor correct? 

A third party vendor may be used to provide a summer school program to address learning loss.  

However, to maintain control of funds, the contract must be under the control and supervision 

of MDE or the Minnesota Service Coop. 
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D1g.  Can funds be used by a private school for transportation expenses (e.g., contracting a school bus 

service)? 

A school may contract with a school bus service for additional services.  However, to maintain 

control of funds, the contract must be under the control and supervision of MDE or the 

Minnesota Service Coop. 

D1h.  Can we rent additional space in an existing building across the street from the school?  We are 
renting tents. Can we transfer the contract if it is already in place?  What about temporary classroom 
space? 

Provided any contracts for renting space or tents are held by MDE or the Minnesota Service 
Coop, these would be allowable expenses. 

D1i.  Are existing contracts or previous bids fair estimates to develop our application or are there specifics 
that might change those estimates? 

Can you clarify.... contracts need to be held by Minnesota Service Corporation/MDE, but can we negotiate 
contract and select a vendor that MDE ultimately holds the contract? Is there guidance on process that 
has to happen for that to be approved (for example a bussing provider or third party interventionist 
programming) 

Provided the contract is held by Minnesota Service Coop, at this time, there aren’t any 

specifics that might change the estimates Guidance on this process will be forthcoming when 

the contract between MDE and the Minnesota Service Coop is finalized. 

D2.  Staffing/Salaries 

D2a.  Will schools be able to use EANS funds to pay for teachers, substitute teachers or staff?  If you hired 

someone specifically to help with distance learners and to manage the COVID-19 response, are those 

salaries/stipends reimbursable?  It sounds like we cannot hire our own teaching staff to work during the 

summer to combat the loss of learning?  Can funds be used for paying staff for summer school? 

EANS funds may not be used to provide funds to non-public schools to cover payroll. Under 
section 312(d) (7) of the CRRSA Act, a public agency must control funds for services or assistance 
provided to non-public school students and teachers under the EANS program.   

However, MDE or the Minnesota Service Coop (MSC) may contract with a teacher at a nonpublic 
school directly to provide secular, neutral, and non-ideological services outside of the teacher’s 
contractual obligation with the nonpublic school. The nonpublic school teacher must be 
employed by MDE or MSC for EANS purposes outside of the time he or she is employed by the 
non-public school, and the non-public school teacher must be under the direct supervision of 
MDE or MSC with respect to all EANS activities. Also, MDE or MSC may contract with a vendor to 
provide staff, such as nurses or teachers, who will provide services in non-public schools. The 
contract must be under the control and supervision of MDE or MSC. 
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D3.  HVAC/Ventilation/Windows/Plumbing 

NOTE:  Replacing ventilation systems, including windows, is not an allowable retrospective expense.  This 

means that, with the exception of portable air purification systems, schools cannot be reimbursed for past 

expenses. 

D3a.  You mentioned that ventilation systems are reimbursable, but new HVAC systems are not allowed.  

Are there any suggestions on what would be allowed besides portable air purifiers?  Would UV lighting be 

allowed to be installed under this program? 

A ventilation system that is installed and becomes a capital improvement is not allowed.  The 

installation of UV lighting is a multi-part question – the installation and the actual lighting fixture 

would not be allowed, but UV light bulbs would be an allowable expense. 

D3b.  I am wondering about plumbing upgrades, like no touch faucets and flushers? Would these be 

allowable? 

Reimbursements, and purchases, of EANS funds must be for items that can be removed without 

remodeling the school.  As such, these items would not be considered allowable uses. 

D3c.  Would a complete ventilation system install be included? This would not be portable.  Or 

repairing/replacing a hot water heater for school bathrooms? 

A ventilation system that is installed and becomes a capital improvement is not allowed.  

Likewise, replacing a hot water heater for school bathrooms would not be allowed.  However, if 

the school can demonstrate that repairing a hot water heater for a school bathroom is directly 

related to the COVID-19 response, this may be an allowable expense. 

D3d.  Can you use them to replace windows in the school for better ventilation?  How can we “improve 

ventilation systems, including windows” without “installing/upgrading permanent structures?  Who has 

non-permanent windows?  How can Windows and HVAC be eligible expenses when they cannot be 

removed and therefore are ineligible? 

You cannot use EANS funds to replace windows in the school as to remove these would cause 

remodeling to the school, but repairing old windows to better facilitate air flow could be 

allowable. 

D3e.  We had a technician work on our ventilation system. Can I be reimbursed for his hours? 

This would not be an allowable expense retrospectively.  However, a contract, held by the MSC, 

for repairing the ventilation system could be used for a future expense. 
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D4.  Technology 

Questions regarding technology are awaiting guidance from ED.  They will be posted shortly.

E. Disposition of Purchased Items

E1.  Is it likely that items purchased, such as student Chromebooks, could be required to be "returned" when the 

program ends?  Does that mean that technology upgrades such as smart boards will be removed after 2023?   

Just to clarify, if we purchase iPads, they will be MDE property. It was mentioned in the presentation that they 

would need to be then returned in 2023. Is that right? That doesn't quite make sense. 

At this time, the Code of Federal Regulations (34 CFR Subdivision 76.661 (d) (1)) requires that MDE 

remove them from the nonpublic school at the end of the program (September 30, 2023).  MDE will 

continue to advocate for change to this federal rule and will share any updated guidance with 

participating nonpublic school officials. 

F. American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act

F1.  Do you know how much Minnesota will get in the ARP Act and whether similar funding will be established in

addition to EANS?  Attempting to think ahead as we assess future need. 

Minnesota will receive $37,734,000 in additional funds from the American Rescue Plan Act.  We are 

awaiting additional guidance from USDOE on how to disseminate the additional funds. 

F2.  Will we have to submit another application for the upcoming additional funds or will it just get added to our 

allocations for this first round of EANS funding? 

At this time, we are awaiting further direction from ED on dissemination of the ARP funds.
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